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AFirst Preshyterian Charrch 
’ CLERK OF SESSION 


MINISTER JOHN D. VOSKUIL 
J.J, DE WAARD CEDAR GROVE, WISCONSIN OOSTBURG, Wis. 


Nov.4 1935 


lo the Editor of the Presbyterian. 


The fresbytery of “ilwaukee has dissolved the pastoral relation 
existing between me and the Cedar “rove Church. A few of the more salient 
facts will be sufficient to give a correct understanding of the 
conditions which brought about this dissolution of pastoral relationship. 
-In June of this year the Presbytery received a petition signed by 25 
members of the Church. ‘the petitioners desired the dissolution of 
pastoral relation on the ground that + preached against the modernism 
in our denomination. 372,out of a membership of 464, gave the fresbytery 
& paper in which they expressed their confidence in me and their hearty 
approval of my work among them. It has been my privilege to work in 
this church for ten years and it has always been with profit and with 
enjoyment. Our auditorium,which seats about 425 to 450,is filled 
every Sunday morning and we need all the chairs in our Sunday School 
room. The church has during the past three years given $6502 to the 
Boards. During these years,when the church was giving this money, 

I did from time to time preach against the modernism in our denomination. 
I also brought to the attention of the Presbytery some serious departures 
from the Reformed Faith,as found in the Sunday School léterature used 

in our Church. My opposition to modernism induced 25 members to sign 

a petition requesting that the pastoral relation be dissolved. There 

was no charge that I neglected my duty as a pastor,or that 1 offended 
people by my conduct,nor yet was an effort made to show that I did not 
speak the truth, The reason for requesting the dissolution of pastoral 
relationship was only that I " created suspicion and antagonism towards 
the Presbyterian denomination of which we area part"by my preaching 
against “Yd modernism 


The Commission reporting to Yresbytery ept.24 recommended that 
this petition be not allowed but on the following conditions. (1) 
"hat Brother De Waard be directed to desist from adversely criticizing 
the Boards and their personnel publicly from the pulpit and privately 
among his people” (2) "that the session be directed to publish to 
the congregation that the benevolent contributions to the Church, 
within the assigned quota,be distributed among our Boards,unless 
otherwise designated” I,ofcourse could not promise to fulfill the 
first condition. ‘lo obey such a direction of the Presbytery would 
Make my ministry dishonest and is in serious conflict with my 
ordination vows. The second condition,though it did not so directly 
concern me,I was comp@lled also to resist,since,aecording to the 
Constitution of our Church,the session is the judicatory of original 
jurisdiction in the matter of benevolences. When I refused to obey the 
first direction and said that + would have to resist the second, 
Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relationship by a vote of 15 to 18. 


I complained of this action of the Presbytery to the Synod of 
Wisconsin. ‘he Commission of the Synod unanimously dissmissed the 
complaint. 


I studied lheology in the old Princeton,Dr Machen,Dr Hodge and 
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Dr.Vos and others were my teachers,and I do love the Reformed Faith 

but there apparently is no room for me in the ‘resbyterian Church, 
though I do maintain her doctrines,"whatsoever presecution or opposition 
may arise to me on that account" At least my experience with these 

two judicatories of our church would seem to indicate that there is 

no room for me. I will complain to the Assembly,and while 4 am confident 
now that the Assembly will sustain my complaint,yet what the ‘resbytery 


and the Synod have done indicates quite clearly the sad conditions in 
our church. 


’ohn J. De Waard. 


Gobo) 0. Wand. 
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Dr. Stewart M.°*obinson. 
2nd fresbyterian Church 
Elizabeth 
~ New Yersey 


My Dear Dr. Robinson;- 

I am so deeply troubled by the facts which 
the enclosed letter reveal. Not troubled so much because + loose a 
position I love or may loose it,but because of the sad condition in 
which our church is,as indicated so clearly by my experience. I am 
sending you this letter to print it in your paper. It is my hope and 
prayer that it may serve to open the eyes of some of our good people 
Who love the great evangelical doctrines of our blessed faith. I was 
trained in Calvin College urand Rapids Michigan and in the *rinceton 
Seminary as it was before fhe reorganization. I have worked in my 
church with pleasure and with spiritual profit. I have every week 
about two hundred children and young people in “ible Class for one 
hour a week. The session makes a real effort to have every young 
Person who joins our church know the Shorter Gatechism. ‘together 
With a great many others we do make an effort to instruct our people 
in the doctrines of Calvinism. In our church we got into difficulty 
With some of the material sent out by the Board of Christian Education 
and I called the attention of the fresbytery to this material, but 
they only placed the whole matter on file and did nothing about it. 
We,ofcourse discontinued using that material. Now because I have had 
to point out from time to time both in my church and in the ‘resbytery 
some serious departures from our “aith in our denomination the 
*resbytery has dissolved the pastoral relationship. For your information 
only 355 people without any influence exerted on my part,rather against 
my expressed desire,have petitioned the Presbytery to restore the 
pastoral relationship,or if that cannot be done,they will have to 
dissolve the relationship with the denomination. And we have only 
460 odd members in the church. Perhaps it is not wise to print this 
letter. If you feel that it would be better not to put this in your 
Peper at this time I will be glad to defer to your better judgment 
in the matter. 


Sincerely Yours. 


2778 N. 54 st 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Nov.12,1935. 


Dr.otewart Robinson, 
Elizabeth,N.J. 


My Dear “stew" ~ 

@hat's a terrible name to call you in days like these 
but it is still the name that sticks to me when I think of you and 
read of you. Glad that things are going so well for you and that 
you are doing so much and so well. Some of us try to do much with 
the result that it isn't done +oo well.But you always were a thorough 
kind if rascal. It was good to hear from you. Saw Bill Hansche sometime 
last Spring in Milwaukee,seemed good to see him again. I also hear 
from Buschman once in a while. Herb otrickler was up here at the 
meeting of Synod this Fall talking on Missions. 


Now your inquiry about DeWaard. A peculiar situation that needs a 
background before it can be understood. This chap DeWaard is or seems 
to be a lovely spirit. I always felt him to be a radical on doctrine 
but also always gave him te credit of being perfectly sincere. In more 
recent years I have begun to have a few doubts about him. He is Dutch 
and serves a Dutch Church in a Dutch community.Fine folks they are and 
the Church is the center of their lives. There has been unity in the 
Church for years,a solid group of Calvinists. 


For a number of years,DeWaard has been busy attacking our Boards, the 
literature of the Church.He has been extremely picky. He has gone to 
great trouble to pick apart the Nord of Christian Education and it's 
publications,he would write papers about things that didn't please him 
and bring them to Presbytery and demand to be heard and take up all 

the time he could on these matters. About two years ago he brought 
another paper covering one of the courses of the Foard for Young 
People. I,with another chap was appointed to go thru his paper and thru 
the book and investigate the cahrges he brought. There was a bit of 
truth to them but he had made the small things so big that I couldn't 
agree with him at all,even tho I would classify myself as a fundamentalist, 
if I may be permitted the small. "f° 


In his pulpit,instead of preaching a real Gospel,he has used the time 

to attack the Church,the Boards and everything connected with his papers 
and their treatment by the Presbytery. a group of his people came 

before Presbytery with a complaint,his congregation split,s minority 

of his people came before Presbytery asking that the pastoral relation 
up there be dissokved by Presbytery and gave the reasons they had for 
their request. Presbytery had,a little while back,instructed him to 
refrain from his attacke on the Boards in his pulpit. This has been 
called "muzzling" very recently by the Presbyterian Defender, tho God 
knows what it is defending by the attitudes it takes. That article it 
published was as absolutely misleading as anything could be. Presbytery 
instructed the man to preach Chris tianity and to gues preaching his 
Church apart. I have been in Milwaukee Pres. for 15 years and at no 
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time has the Presbytery said one word to me as to what I should or 
should not preach. So much for that misleading article. Seems to me 

that some of these chaps want to create division in God's name and think 
they are doing the work of the Lord when they send out lies as truth 

and make themselves defenders of the faith. Thank God you are not doing 
that,nor going off half cocked on this deal. 


To give you an inside on this that is not for publication- the former 
attorney for Presbytery,a member of my Shurch,told me not long ago 
hat he had had a communication from DeWaard regarding the Church 
property up there and the legal rights of the members to take it out 
of the denomination. 


DeWaard may make out his case as that of a martyr,but he ts a mighty 
active martyy and aims to make plenty of trouble for everyone while 
ne smiles a sweet smile and acts all oppressed but as for real 
Christian sincerity and as for trying to do what the Master would 
desire to be done,if I may judge,I doubt his sincerity in this matter. 


DeWaard says that Presby ery's action in dissolving the pastoral 
relationaship has disturbed the peace of the Church. Boy, the peace 

of that fine people up there was disturbed long before that and the 
disturbance ceneterd in one man,DeWaard. Why right after Genl assembly 
made it'sdeclaration on the Independent Board,we held a meeting of 
Presbytery in DeWaards Church and he distributed Independent Board 
literature tog all members of the Presbytery, just as if he were 
saying, "You are my guests and you can't do anything about it” 


As I write you,he is in Phila. attending a meeting with Machen and 

I can see their plan right now.About one year from now,when the Macehn 
case is disposed of, they will pull out saying, "We have tried to do 
something f r the Pres. Church.We have tried to save it,but we could 
get no hearing nor justice. So we'll start on our ow” 


DeWaard claims that only 25 members Signed the petition to get rid of 
him.He says 370 members are for him. Not quite true.Only 25 did sign 
the petition but those signatures were representative of a large number 
who did not sign. That Church was built in 1921 under John VerStraite, 
a good scaui who did a fine piece of work up there and was much loved, 
If VerStraate were there now there would be no controversy,this is a 
one man deal. The Church cost $85,000. By 1985,when DeYaard came 

th re they had reduced that debt to $18,000. Today the debt stands at 
$22,000. DeWaard says it is %30,000. In other words they have gone 
backward since he came,and not because of depression either, 

Right now so much financial support has been withdrawn due to 
controversy that they have trouble paying their current bills. 


Not logg ago the Session and congregation passed a measure asking that 
each gift to benevolences be designated by the giver.Many of these 
gifts are going out of the denmoination,due to DeVaards influence. 


Why he has even taken up cudgels against Masonry up there and claims that 
the members of his Church who are Masons are the group against him. 

and by the way, this minority group includes the finest folks, the 

best educated and clearest thinking group he has in the Vhurch. They are 
against him. 


Here's a sidelight that may intprest you. Synod's Juducial Commission 
has recently acted on two appealed cases. They modified the Perkins 
case,that is they modified the entence of that Northern Presbytery. 
But they unanimously sustained the action of Milwaukee Presbytery 

and dismissed the complaint that DeWaard brought. On that commission 
of Synod were three lawyers and there was MrHolt of Oconto, a man 

who is much interested in Moody Bible Institute. I say that because it 
will give you a picture of his fundamentalism. The vote was unanimous. 


Frankly, Stew, and this isn't for publication, This man DeWaard poses 
as a lamb and is cunning as a serpent,if a serpent is cunning. He acts 
like a martyr and puts his act on well.It is impressive and can fool 
folks. He is no martyr,he is first rate trouble maker and the sooner 
he gets out of the ministry and the Church the more rapidly will the 
Kingdm of God advance. I really think that the fellow needs some 
mental attention,he has gone bugs on this subject and I really and 
sincerely do not believe that he is quite normal mentally. 


That's the picture.Hope you get it. I've tried to give it to you 
without prejudice and truly. 


It was good to hear from you,vene if I had to sit here writing much 
longer than I should have, but + wanted you to get the truth of thid 
matter as | see it. 


Every good wish to you andmay God guide us all plenty in these days. 
Boy,we need it. Say Hello to Jos.Boltz for my wife and myself. 

If you ever get out this way I'll be most happy to see you.Just bought 
a new Dodge and it is a sweet car. Now must dig out a two hour lecture 
to my Bible school teachers anf officers for tonight. Bible and 
Church school Administration. 


Here's my hand and my heart too. Write again. 


Yours, as ev r, 


New York Nov. 16th, 1935 
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whereas Stuart M.Robinson of Elisabeth, N. J+ has requested 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company permission to 


ride on electric engine 

and the Railroad Company is willing to grant such request upon 
the said gtyart M.Robinson executing an instrument in 
writing releasing the said Railroad Company from and against 
any and all claims for losses, damages, personal injuries, or 
aeath, which might be suffered in consequence thereof: 


NOW, THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT I, 
Stuard M. Robinson for and in consideration of the vermission 
granted by the said The Pennsylvania Railroad Company to me to 


ride on electric engine 


do hereby assume any and all risk and liability for losses, 
damages, personal injuries or death hich I may suffer or sustain, 


walle riding on said electric engine 


or while upon the tracks, trains or property of said Railroad 
Company in connection therewith, and da hereby for myself, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators remise, release end forever 
quit—claim end discharge the said Railroad Company, its 

Successors and assigns from and against any and all claims which I 
or my heirs, executors, or administrators have or can or might have 
as the result of any losses, damages, personal injuries or death 
which I may suffer or sustain as a result of 


riding on said electric engine 
or while upon the tracks, treins and property of said Railroad 
Company in connection therewith, whether said losses, damages 
personal injuries or death result from the negligence of the said 
Reilroad Company or are otherwise caused. 


IN WITNESS HEREOF, I the said gtyard M. Robihawa hereunto set my 
hand and seal this 16th cay of Nevember | 
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